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Outline 

•  Impacts of Drought on Hydro 
•  FERC Policy on Drought  

•  Forward Planning 
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Licensing and Compliance 



License Temporary Modification 
Provisions 
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FERC Policy on Flow 
Modifications 



License Amendments for Flow 
Modifications? 



Compliance – Reservoir Elevation 



FERC Letter Order Approval of 
Flow Reduction/Whitewater 

Release 



Licensing 



Compliance During Drought 

•  1st:  Review License Provisions for 
Licensee Modification Language/Drought 
Contingency Plan Triggers 

•  2d:  Standard Language May Require 
Letter Order 

•  Extent of Consultation Dependent Upon 
Length of Modification, Local 
Circumstances 

•  FERC Process Does Provide Some 
Benefits and Defenses 
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Conclusion 

•  Water Shortage Inevitable: Drought, 
Population, and Environmental 
Requirements 

•  Planning for Drought Begins at 
Licensing 

•  Drought Prediction and Advance 
Notice to FERC: Drought 
Contingency? 


